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Digraphs in the Orthography of Sava Mrkalj

Shuko, NISHIHARA

Sava Mrkalj is known for his role in standardization of Serbian language, as he
proposed new Cyrillic writing system in his work “Salo debeloga jera libo azbukoprotres”
(1810). Compared to the system established by Vuk Karadzi¢, Mrkalj’s is imperfect and
transitional, as Mrkalj’s alphabet retains four digraphs (s, 716, Hb and Tb) against the phonemic
principle of his reform. This paper aims to discuss how Mrkalj’s alphabet keeps consistency
reflecting his order of priority.

Keywords: Serbian language, Cyrillic letters, language standardization, orthographic reform
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