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Stéphane Guégan: Manet: the man who invented modernity. Paris: Gallimard, 2011, p. 160.

209



Slavia Iaponica 17 (2014)

e
1 Jindtich Styrsky: Z cyklu Muz sklapkami na 2 Bugéne Atget: Magasin, avenue des
ocich. 1934, fotografie, 32 x 28.5 cm, UPM. Gobelins. 1925.

- e o

3 Eugeéne Atget: Corsets, boulevard 4 Jindfich Styrsk}'/: Bez nazvu, kontakt.
de Strasbourg. 1912. 1934, 6 x 6 cm, UPM.

e b

«casdflllan.

5 Jindtich Styrsky: Z cyklu Zabi muz. 1934, 6 Jaromir Funke: Z pouti. 1939.
fotografie, 31 x 30 cm, UPM GF 1706.
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FIFANEBME) 1670-71 48, W%, Wi,
7 Jindtich Styrsky: Z cyklu Zabi muz. 1934, 71x58cm, 7 A VT ¥ FE Ao
fotografie, 32.8 x 30 cm, UPM GF 1731.

9 Jindfich Styrsky: Obraz IV. 1932, olej, platno,
60 x 81 cm, Krajska galerie vytvarného uméni ve Zliné.

10 Jindfich Styrsky: Cerchov. 1934, olej,
platno, 200 x 150 cm (RAFE)
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11 Jindtich Styrsky: Z cyklu Zabi muz. 1934,
fotografie, 28.7 x 24.6 cm, UPM GF 1720.

14 Jindtich Styrsky: Z cyklu Muz s klapkami
na ocich. 1934, fotografie, 31,4 x 29,3 cm, UPM
GF 1734.

16 Ny A KWL Y (F) (Eoho
XY R MOBR) 1521224, F T, K,
30.5x 200 cm, 2 N—E LT,

13 Salvador Dali: lllumined Pleasures. 1929,
oil and collage on composition board, 23.8 x 34.7
cm, MoMA.

15 Jindtich Styrsky: Trauma zrozeni. 1936, olej,
platno, 100 x 250 cm, sbirka Maitre Binoche v Pafizi.

17 Edouard Manet: The dead Toreador.
1862-1864, oil, canvas, 75.5 x 153.5 c¢cm, National
Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.

18 Jindfich Styrsky: Mrtvd divka. 1925,
olej, platno, 104 x 46 cm, (GHAFE)
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20 Jindtich Styrsky: Sen o rybdch 1. 1940, tus,
papir, 22.5 x 34 cm, soukroma sbirka v Pafizi.

19 Jindfich Styrsky: Z cyklu Muz s klapkami
na ocich. 1934, fotografie, 32 x 28.5 cm, UPM GF
1715.
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Karel Srp: Jindrich Styrsky. Praha: Torst, 2001, fig. 2.

Atget Paris. Ginkyo Press, 1992, p. 666.

Atget Paris, p. 586.

Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 58.

Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 31.

Srp: Jindrich Styrskyp, s. 13.

Srp: Jindiich Styrsky, fig. 25.

X=T 4 Y XA = [T A=)V JUARFEFR TG, 2001 4, X 43,
Lenka Bydzovska a Karel Srp: Jindfich Styrsky. Praha: Argo, 2007, fig. 255.
Bydzovské a Srp: Jindiich Styrsky, fig. 317.

Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 7.

Paolo Baldacci: Giorgio De Chirico. Flammarion, Paris: 1997, p. 336.

ON—=F - FF74—=F [FV] BNSERER GEHEE. 2002 4, 130 Ho
Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 23.

Bydzovska a Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 482.

ALY T YRy RS Y] RIFISER. PR, 1997 4. X 8,
7YY 77wy [Tl BEHAMR BARFERBA. 1996 4. 45 Ho
Bydzovska a Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 87.

Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 11.

Bydzovska a Srp: Jindrich Styrsky, fig. 87.
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The Surrealist Art in Bohemia during the Inter War Period:
The Function of Framing in Styrsky’s Works

Atsushi MIYAZAKI

The aim of this paper is to analyze the function of framing of Jindfich Styrsky
(1899-1942), a Czech painter, photographer, book designer and art theorist. This will be done
by comparing a series of his photographic, painting and literary works. The primary focus will
be on frames, picture-in-picture and boxes. The aim will be to clarify a series of his cross-

genre poetics.

Firstly, this paper will analyze the differences between Styrsky’s and Atget’s
photographic works of show windows. Evidently, Styrsky and Atget used similar objects.
These included show windows in street scenes and a fair in the suburb. Their works show a
common thread of uncovering surreality hidden in reality. However, the difference between
them is the method used to frame a show window. Atget shot his show windows to illustrate
the aura of the street by using a wide angle. Furthermore, he used the reflection of the glass of
the show window to make a miracle image. He juxtaposed the images of objects in the show
window behind the glass and an image reflecting the street landscape on the same surface of
the transparent glass. In contrast, Styrsky shot a show window to capture the objects there. His
intention was not to catch a space, but ordinary objects which uncovered surreality hidden in
reality. His rationale was that “the only thing that interests me, indeed, fanatically attracts me
in photography today is the search for the surreality hidden in real objects.” (Styrsky). In short,
his photography is concerned with the surrealist conception and objects.

Secondly, this paper will analyze the effects of picture-in-picture in Styrsky’s works.
His painting Cerchov has a picture-in-picture on the transparent box. His inspiration was
most likely drawn from two sources: De Chirico’s painting Metaphysical interior and Dali’s
painting [llumined pleasures. In the case of De Chirico’s work, a picture-in-picture as a sub-
space reverses a space for a picture-in-picture as the main space in the painting. In the case of
Dali’s work, sub-space also reverses the main space. This is because the objects in the main
space are used just as a psychoanalytic reference for the sub-space. There are a lot of images
of boxes, aquariums and voids in Styrsky’s works. This is evident not only in his photography
and paintings, but also in his literature. In the case of his literature, the boxes symbolize
Styrsky’s loss of Arcadia, a memory of his childhood with Marie, his sister-in-law. After he

faced a major illness in Paris, he created The Trauma of Birth, which is the same title as the
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famous book of Otto Rank, a Psychoanalyst. Rank wrote about infantile anxiety in a dark
room. He wrote “This situation reminds the child, who still is close to the experience of the
primal trauma, of the womb situation — with the important difference that the child is now
consciously separated from the mother, whose womb is only ‘symbolically’ replaced by the
dark room or warm bed.” (Rank). There is an embryo in Styrsky‘s work, The Trauma of Birth.
The background is dark and there is neither landscape, nor perspective space. Styrsky may
have used this dark background to symbolize the interior of the womb. We can also see a frame
of the canvas itself as a certain box, a womb. The frame of Hans Holbein’s work, Dead Christ
in the tomb and Manet’s work Dead toreador, also serve the same purpose as Styrsky’s. Their
frames used as the canvas represent a coffin. Styrsky’s works also used the motif of a coffin. In
the case of Holbein’s and Manet’s work, a box (=frame) has a function of a picture-in-picture
in the same manner. In this case, the picture-in-picture is extended to the edge of the frame and
the extended picture-in-picture replaces the main space. In the case of Styrsky’s show window
photos, a frame of the photo is almost overlapped by a frame of a show window. It is similar
as in the case of Holbein and Manet. However, the slight gap between the frame of the photo
and the frame of the show window holds significant importance. It is pertinent to recognize the

meaning of the picture-in-picture, or the relationship between the main space and sub-space.
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